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Madden was engaged in fleet patrol similar to patrols conducted routine 
G basts 

FE fcjJ.a/various parts of world, Ships engaged such activities operate in int ernat iv 
NSC: 

CXA al waters. For instance ship engaged in patrol along coast Communist China 
normally remains 15> ID! iron coast in vie" Chicon claim 12 mils limit . Obser=» 

OSD 

NAVY ving claimed limits does riot indicate recognition of claim.' Firing by DRV 

patrol craft took place in international waters over 20 ITM from coast of North 
Vietnam. Similar destroyer patrol was conducted Fabruarya.Ma.rch in Gulf of 
Tonkin 07 destroyer Cra ig. All of foregoing may be passed to G7M« 

FH. Maddox was on Desoto Patrol and had been authorized approach 8 ;£•! 

s 

■ coast of Forth Vietnam or 1; 15*1 to certain North Vietnamese i slands. Destroyer 
Craig in Feb-March was authorised approach hTP to k Mi coast of N 72* a 
Maddox will resume patrol observing an 11 mile limit « In case DRY Department 
1 has no record of specific distance claimed by them so approach closer than 
, 12 MI authorized. Just prior to incident Maddox may have approached to about 
: 11 NM of coast. Assume you have seen press release issued Honolulu this 
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